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Illinois Access to Justice is a
state-wide program funded by
the Illinois Department of
Human Services that seeks to
mitigate the devastating
consequences of all forms of
detention and incarceration
and the resulting crippling
effects on historically
marginalized communities.
Through a coalition of 59
community-centered
organizations, we are
expanding the network of
holistic community-based legal
services, including direct legal
representation and education
campaigns led by Community
Navigators.
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WHO
WE ARE

F IGHTING MASS
INCARCERATION
AND
DEPORTATION



-  THE IMMIGRATION PROJECT

"Our Navigators have been absolutely crucial
to our COVID response. Thanks to funding,
the Navigators Manager was able to develop
curriculum quickly and train Navigators so
that information about everyone's rights to
healthcare and treatment/testing for COVID,
travel rights and restrictions, and DACA
updates got into the community." 

"COVID-19 has been particularly devastating for
people who have past or current involvement in
the criminal justice system, their families, and
their communities. The COVID-19 pandemic has
only compounded the challenges our youth and
families face, while a resurgent gun violence
epidemic ravages our communities. As this is a
particularly precarious time for families dealing
with job loss and unstable housing situations."

Tra ined 916 emergency  communi ty  nav igators  in  response  to  COVID-19  to
share  cr i t i ca l  in format ion  and resources  in  the  hardest  h i t  communi ty  areas  
Conducted mobi le  immigrat ion  screen ings
Fought  to  w in  the  re lease  o f  many  who were  incarcerated  and in  immigrat ion
detent ion
Shared in format ion  on  how and where  to  get  tes ted  for  COVID-19
Passed out  mea ls  wh i le  incorporat ing  Know Your  R ights  in format ion
Ass is ted  hundreds  in  app ly ing  for  emergency  f inanc ia l  ass is tance

With  the  outbreak  o f  COVID-19  beg inn ing  in  March  2020 ,  ILA2 J  par tners  were
qu ick  to  respond to  the  immediate  needs  o f  our  communi ty  members .  Our
par tners :
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ILA2J DURING

COVID-19

OUR RESPONSE TO COVID-19 

-  WESTS IDE JUST ICE  CENTER
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STANDING TOGETHER FOR
RACIAL JUSTICE

Over  the  past  few months ,  we  have  w i tnessed ten  o f  thousands
of  people  throughout  the  country  come together  to  ca l l  for
rac ia l  jus t i ce  and po l i ce  accountab i l i t y .  Pr ior  to  the  protests
that  fo l lowed the  k i l l ing  o f  George  F loyd ,  we  have  w i tnessed how
the COVID19 pandemic  d isproport ionate ly  a f fec ts  communi t ies
of  co lor .  

I LA2 J  organ izat ions  s tand w i th  our  communi t ies  dur ing  th is  t ime
of  hope and advers i t y .  I LA2 J  prov iders  have  supported
protesters  through lega l  serv ices  and in format ion ,  conducted
mutua l  a id  campaigns ,  and prov ided resources  to  communi ty
members .  

On June  5th ,  B lack  and Brown mothers  f rom I l l ino is  Access  to
Just i ce  par tner  organ izat ions  organ ized a  march  and v ig i l  in
so l idar i t y  w i th  the  Movement  for  B lack  L i ves .  Mothers  f rom
North  and South  Lawnda le  s tood together ,  demanding  jus t i ce .
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HUMBOLDT PARK
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TOP CHICAGO COMMUNITY
AREAS SERVED

ILLINOIS  ACCESS TO JUSTICE 
BY THE NUMBERS

OUR ILA2 J  LEGAL PARTNERS PROVIDED 8,292  INDIV IDUALS IMPACTED BY
INCARCERATION AND DEPORTATION WITH FREE LEGAL SCREENINGS BETWEEN 

JANUARY AND JUNE 2020

SERVED IMMIGRANTS
FROM 109 COUNTRIES
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109

600
COMMUNITY MEMBERS

RECRUITED AND TRAINED AS
COMMUNITY NAVIGATORS

FREE LEGAL
SCREENINGS
CONDUCTED

8 ,292

161,474
INDIVIDUALS INFORMED OF THEIR RIGHTS

AND ACCESS TO LEGAL INFORMATION

SERVED INDIVIDUALS FROM
75 ILLINOIS  COUNTIES

75

Please  note  the  geograph ic  reg ions  are  est imated based on z ip  code and populat ion  d is t r ibut ion  f rom the  2010 Census  Data .  

Areas  Served
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269 COMMUNITY  NAVIGATORS
RECRUITED
40,254 INDIV IDUALS PROVIDED WITH
LEGAL OUTREACH AND EDUCATION
634 INDIV IDUALS RECEIVED EDUCATION
ABOUT R IGHTS IN  RELAT ION TO JOB
SEEKING
84 EMPLOYERS EDUCATED ABOUT
RIGHTS OF RETURNING C IT IZENS IN
HIR ING PROCESS

COMMUNITIES  IMPACTED BY INCARCERATION
BY THE NUMBERS
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2,754
CASES ACCEPTED FOR

REPRESENTATION WITH
VARYING LEVELS OF SERVICE

IN AREAS OF CRIMINAL
RECORDS REL IEF ,  HOUSING,

FAMILY  LAW,  AMONG OTHERS

5,722
FREE LEGAL SCREENINGS

CONDUCTED

Repor ted  Race/Ethn ic i ty  Data



Hispanic/Latino
68.7%

Multiple races
14.3%

Black/African American (Non-Hispanic/Latino)
7%

Asian
4.6%

White (Non-Hispanic/Latino)
4.2%

248  ind iv idua ls  in  deportat ion
proceed ings  
43  ind iv idua ls  current l y  in  immigrat ion
detent ion
And 87 asy lum seekers  

Of  the  811 cases  accepted ,  we  served :

Our  331 Immigrat ion  Communi ty  Nav igators  that  were  recru i ted  and t ra ined in
FY20 prov ided 4,273 ind iv idua ls  w i th  accompaniment  serv ices  to  he lp  them

nav igate  the  lega l  sys tem and access ing  other  serv ices  cr i t i ca l  to  fami l y  s tab i l i t y .

COMMUNITIES  IMPACTED BY IMMIGRATION
BY THE NUMBERS
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811
IMMIGRATION CASES ACCEPTED

FOR FULL  REPRESENTATION

121,220 
INDIV IDUALS REACHED THROUGH  IN-
PERSON AND V IRTUAL IMMIGRATION

EDUCATIONAL TRAININGS

2,570
FREE IMMIGRATION LEGAL
SCREENINGS CONDUCTED

Repor ted  Race/Ethn ic i ty  Data



NI JC ’ s  Detent ion  Pro ject  cont inues
to  prov ide  lega l  screen ings  and
representat ion  to  deta ined
ind iv idua ls  who remain  in  ICE
custody  as  the  coronav i rus
pandemic  cont inues .  Pro
bono at torneys  work ing  through
NI JC 's  Detent ion  Pro ject  were  ab le
to  secure  the  re lease  o f  an  NI JC
c l ient  who spent  a lmost  a  month  in
immigrat ion  detent ion  a f ter  he  was
taken in to  ICE  custody  subsequent
to  a  t ra f f i c  s top  in  DuPage County .

-  Hear t land A l l i ance 's  Nat iona l
Immigrant  Jus t i ce  Center
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OUR
IMPACT

Whi le  par t i c ipat ing  in  an  Expungement  &
Sea l ing  Summit  he ld  in  ear l y  2020 ,  a
c l ient  began shar ing  her  s t rugg les  w i th
the  Land of  L inco ln  a t torney  ass igned to
her  case .  I t  turned out  that  the  c l ient    i s
current l y  ra is ing  two of  her
grandch i ldren ,  ages  4  and 5  years  o ld .
Whi le  she  i s  the i r  guard ian ,  she  wants  to
adopt  them because  the i r  fa ther /  her
son i s  in  pr i son ,  and the  b io log ica l
mother  i s  absent .    These  ch i ldren  d id
not  choose  to  have  the i r  l i ves  upended
by  the i r  fa ther ’ s  incarcerat ion .  Be ing
adopted by  the i r  grandmother  prov ides
the  s tab i l i t y  and secur i ty  that  a l l  young
ch i ldren deserve .  Land of  L inco ln  i s
current l y  ass is t ing  her  in  the  adopt ion
process .

-  Land of  L inco ln  Lega l  A id



Acc l ivus ,  Inc .
AF IRE
Ascend Just ice
Beyond Lega l  A id
BUILD,  Inc .
Cabr in i  Green Lega l  A id
Cathol ic  Char i t ies  Lega l  A id
Centro  de  Información
Centro  de  Trabajadores  Unidos
Centro  Romero
Chicago Community  & Workers '  R ights
Chicago Area  Fa i r  Hous ing  A l l iance
Chicago Lega l  C l in ic
Chicago Volunteer  Lega l  Serv ices
Chicago Workers ’  Co l laborat ive
Chi ldren 's  Lega l  Center
Cornerstone Community  Deve lopment
Corporat ion
Er ie  Neighborhood House
The Evans  Exonerat ion Pro ject
Farmworker  & Landscaper  
Advocacy  Pro ject
F i rs t  Defense  Lega l  A id
F i rs tFo l lowers
Free  Wr i te  Arts  & L i teracy
HANA Center
I l l ino is  Lega l  A id  Onl ine
I l l ino is  Pr ison Pro ject
Immigrat ion Pro ject
Indo-Amer ican Center
Inst i tuto  de l  Progreso Lat ino
James B .  Moran Center  for  Youth  Advocacy

Land of  L inco ln  Lega l  A id
Lawndale  Chr is t ian  Lega l  Center
Lawyers '  Committee  for  Bet ter  Hous ing
Legal  A id  Chicago
Legal  A id  Soc iety  of  Metropol i tan  Fami ly
Serv ices
Legal  Counc i l  for  Heal th  Just ice
Metropol i tan  Tenants  Organizat ion
The Monroe Foundat ion
Musl im Women Resource  Center
Heart land A l l iance 's  Nat ional  Immigrant
Just ice  Center
North  Suburban Lega l  A id  C l in ic
Northern I l l ino is  Just ice  for  our  Neighbors
Northwest  S ide  Hous ing  Center
Northwestern  Univers i ty  B luhm Legal  C l in ic ,
Chi ldren and Fami ly  Just ice  Center
Partners  for  Our  Communit ies
Pra i r ie  State  Lega l  Serv ices
Renz  Addict ion  Counsel ing
The Resurrect ion Pro ject
Safer  Foundat ion
Southwest  Organiz ing  Pro ject
Spanish  Community  Center
Teamwork  Eng lewood
United Afr ican Organizat ion
Uptown People ’s  Law Center
Warehouse Workers  for  Just ice
Western  I l l ino is  Dreamers
Wests ide  Just ice  Center
YMCA of  the  Univers i ty  of  I l l ino is
YWCA Northwestern  I l l ino is

For  more information contact  Tanya D.  Woods,  Esq.  at  tanya@westsidejust ice.org
or  Ere  Rendón at  erendon@resurrect ionproject .org

OUR PARTNERS


